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A lot was learnt from the publication of From Here On In #1. From consistency of ideas to personal tastes in 
layout and design, arguments were won and lost, with complete agreement somewhat of a myth to our means 

of discussing and organising. But that’s fine, because people will never see eye to eye on everything.
 Joy, misery, and the entire spectrum in between will always exist. Events will always happen over which we 
have no control, but we should have infinitely more control than we do. From the enforced necessity of work in 
order to survive, to the demanded consumption of whatever futilities the billboards flaunt, the autonomy we are 
strapped of means that we cannot even cross the road without waiting for the green man. Every facet of life within 
this society leads to the choice between starvation and conformity, with no space left to really choose the course 
of our own existence.
 The desire to create one’s life upon one’s own terms, devoid of enforced coercion, is not born from a belief 
that all of life’s burdens will die with this society, but from a desire to live as free as possible. To learn to walk by 
walking; tripping, stumbling and even falling as we go. To have the space, time, critique and support of those we 
choose to spend our lives with to realise our strengths and weaknesses, limitations and capacities.
 This society puts the efficiency of its productive process and the goods it produces before those who 
participate (both willingly and unwillingly) in its continuation, the natural world that fuels it and all creatures 
that reside within it. We have no intention of replacing this system with a new workers’ capitalism, or any other 
formalised model that would only repeat history’s failures. We wish to destroy production as fundamental to 
this murderous economic system, by finding new forms of relating to one another on our own terms, with the 
intention of disecting and destroying Capitalism, and the society born from its bowels.
 The ideas found within these few pages are not simply those of the editors, for all of history is contained 
within the words we speak. The development of language and the thoughts it is used to express are our greatest 
weapon as well as our greatest enemy: they are the means by which we communicate but ultimately can never 
relay the totality of the life we wish to live. Whilst these pages consist of our opinions – or those we find a close 
connection to – they relate to a society that incorporates everyone, friends and foes. To disagree is not a problem, 
for discussion with intention to act is the aim.

Stop waiting for the green man...

Editorial

X
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Serving the community....

gen·tri·fi·ca·tion
noun
the buying and renovation of houses and 
stores in deteriorated urban neighborhoods 
by upper- or middle-income families or 
individuals, thus improving property 
values but often displacing low-income 
families and small businesses.

Despite these times of “austerity” the gentrification machine is alive and kicking in Easton....  There are several 
developments occurring which will further increase rent prices and ensure the continued push of many 

already living in the area further out.  Obviously there are gentrification projects across Bristol, and the rest 
of England, but it’s interesting (if not depressing) to see what’s occurring in our local context.  With further 
limitations on housing benefits, and the change in the squatting law, more and more people are struggling with 
housing issues.  This article is outlining the issue not as a plea to the council or state to adjust their behaviour, 
but to show how insidious the creeping hand of gentrification is. It is also important to recognise that whilst it is 
easy to point the finger at the large obviously capitalist organisations that are most visibly causing gentrification, 
“cultural regeneration”, squatting, co-ops, and all other kinds of housing are contributing to it.

Discretionary licensing

Residents of Stapleton Road, Robertson Road, St 
Marks Road and St Judes, as well as many streets in the 
surrounding area recently received letters informing 
them that they had been chosen for a new pilot scheme 
designated and designed by Bristol City Council.  It is 
a form of “mandatory licensing” which is applied to all 
HMO’s (houses of multiple occupancy). This means any 
house that you rent with 3 or more people who you aren’t 
in a relationship with or who are family.  The scheme was 
introduced with the usual 
pointless consultation 
with residents, tenants, 
street traders and 
landlords, whilst the 
council had already made 
their mind up. The licence 
is mandatory if 3 or more 
unrelated individuals 
reside in the same building 
and share some amenities.  
This further preserves the 
sanctity of the nuclear 
family unit and penalises 
those living outside it; in 
fact, the blurb accompanying the licence explicitly cites 
that a benefit to tenants would be that “landlords may 
decide to let to more family units rather than HMO’s”.  It 
also applies to “all other privately rented accommodation 
not already included under the mandatory or 
additional licensing schemes”.  So, everyone then.

Despite the information leaflet claiming that the buck 
stops with the landlords, the bill for this licence will of 
course be footed by tenants, and some landlords have 
already put up rent prices in anticipation of it.  Failure 
to buy the licence (in affect from 15th April 2013, 
and which is valid for 5 years) will result in £20,000 
fines. The licence can be as “low” as £300 but can go 

up to £1350.  Why does the council claim the licence 
is needed? That good-old catch-all phrase “anti-social 
behaviour” (ASB): “conduct on the part of the occupiers 
or visitors to residential properties which causes or is 
likely to cause a nuisance or annoyance to..persons in 
the vicinity of the premises or which involves or is likely 
to involve the use of such premises for illegal purposes” 
(Housing act 2004).  But hang on a minute?  Isn’t it 
meant to be about challenging disreputable landlords?! 

What a surprise that 
the emphasis is on 
residents (though 
there is “free landlord 
training” whatever 
that might involve, 
to “ensure that 
landlords are fit and 
proper persons”).  It 
is also no surprise 
that the council is 
choosing to pilot 
the scheme around 
the  Stapleton Road 
area, where a large 

number of migrant communities live.  

The licence also encourages individuals to report ASB 
and gives the landlord the power to intervene where 
they suspect ASB to be occurring, including taking 
steps to challenge “illegal or immoral purposes”.  This 
would include inspecting the property every 3 months, 
or more regularly if anti-social behaviour has been 
reported.  What constitutes “immoral behaviour” is left 
as vague as “ASB”, and the council claims it will help 
the “informal” work it is doing to deal with issues in 
the area.  There will be a reporting hotline in effect 
from July 2013 so you can snitch on your neighbours.
 

Junction 3

Anyone who regularly uses the underpass to go between 
Easton and St Pauls will be aware of the behemoth 
that is the “Junction 3” development, the latest of 
the large scale building projects which have typified 
the gentrification drive across the country since the 
millennium, the project claims to be different by being 
a “mixed-use development” providing residents with 
a library and art space.  Of course, to make demand 
for this they have shut down Trinity Road library, the 
oldest library in the city.  The art projects promoted by 
the development have so far included a scheme where 
you can knit a hat for a builder.  The aim of this is to 
“engage and build a relationship between local people 
and the development”.   Many people will be familiar 
with the new “art” that has adorned the underpass with 
little hint of irony (huge light up letters proclaiming 
“Free”, “Forever”), and anyone who has a tendency 
towards fly-posting or Graff will be well aware that 
anything put up doesn’t stay there for long (especially if 
it has any political words in it.)  The building complex 
-which has caused major disruption for pedestrians 
and cyclists – may be colourful, but behind it’s veneer 
of “community” lies the same kind of project well-
rehearsed elsewhere in the city: large scale yuppie flats.

There are many other examples of gentrification in BS5, 
and there are too many to mention here, it is also important 
to highlight the complexity of the gentrification issue.  It 
will be a real shame if the Stokes Croft effect continues 
on this side of the M32.  Where once there was a 
newsagents and pub, there will be soon yoga studios 
and luxury flats.  This is not to idealise the past, and it 
is important to remember that all these manifestations 
of property rely on capital and exploitation...

The UK continues to follow in the footsteps of the US in its 
use of “art” as a state-manipulated gentrifier and driving 
force of “regeneration” and development, disguising 
the logic of capital in knitted hats for workers. It is also 
interesting to look at the situation across the water and 
look at how “regeneration” caused the collapse of the 
“Celtic Tiger” (Ireland) with many half built properties 
now standing abandoned across the countryside. It 
will be interesting to see how the situation in Easton 
develops, and what the responses will be. More online 
petitions from local councillors capitalising on the 
gentrification backlash to further their careers? Burning 
rich peoples’ vehicles as in Berlin? Take to the streets 
as in Greece? Or, more likely, the forced relocation of 
those who can no longer afford to live in their own 
homes in the continued onslaught of class and race 
war disguised as benevolent property ownership...
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Who is George Ferguson anyway?
As has been greatly reported in 

the media, November 15th, 2012 
announced that George Ferguson, 
“architect and entrepreneur”, had 
become the new, independent mayor 
of Bristol. After another farcical 
period of political campaigning in 
which Ferguson was expected to 
fall behind the “independent”, all 
though Labour-supported Martin 
Reeves, Ferguson came out winning 
with an apparently seven-point plan 
(of which there appear to be only 
six points?) to ‘put Bristol first’. But 
who is George Ferguson? We know 
he won only 35% of the vote, which 
could hardly be called a landslide, and 
that a mere 28% of the electorate even 
bothered to turn up, demonstrating 
an understandable disdain for party 
politics. But apart from an intelligent 
campaign that actually presented 
us with little more than his taste for 
red trousers, not much is known 
about the man who now sits as the 
chair of Bristol City Council (BCC).
 
Born in 1947, George Robin Paget 
Ferguson was, prior to becoming 
Bristol’s mayor, a leading architect in 
southern England, with significant 
contributions in Northern Europe. 
Graduating from the University of 
Bristol in 1971, Ferguson has been 
one of Bristol’s primary players in 
urban regeneration projects. From 
the Tobacco Factory on North 
Street, Bedminster, to the At-Bristol 
Millennium project in the centre, all 
of Ferguson’s architectural pursuits 
have done nothing other than initiate 
or contribute to processes of Capitalist 
development and gentrification.

The opening of the Tobacco factory 
kick-started the gentrification of 
Bedminster’s North Street. Ferguson 
may have saved the building from 
demolition, but its development 

into a restaurant and performing 
arts centre has certainly inspired 
similar, unaffordable restaurants and 
organic food shops that serve only to 
raise the prise of living. Businesses 
such as these make an area more 
attractive to the middle and upper 
classes, raising property prices and 
ultimately forcing those on lower 
incomes to move further afield.
 
The At-Bristol centre has played a 
similar role, but its location in the 
heart of the city gives it a different 
character. With funding from a variety 
of sources, including the National 
Lottery and Nestle, its £87.7 million 
construction costs clearly show 
BCC’s priorities in financial necessity. 
One of its primary intentions has 
clearly been to create a metropolitan 
centre to the south-west’s major 
city, hoping to bring with it major 
commercial investment and 
tourism through image. None 
of these intentions in any way 
benefit the working-class 
residents of Bristol, for their 
aim is to bring money to the 
commercial interests that reside 
in that area, boosting the city’s 
economy and thus maintaining 
the economic divisions that exist.

From these projects it was 
only natural that he would 
eventually make his mark on 
politics, although his ‘independence’ 
is a complete façade. Aside from the 
fact that such a thing is impossible 
in a political sphere so instilled with 
commercial interests, Ferguson 
was an active member of the 
Liberal Democrat party for over 
forty years, conveniently resigning 
his membership shortly before 
confirming rumours that he would 
stand as mayor. He was the first 
Liberal councillor to be elected 

to BCC in the ’70s, and stood for 
them in the ‘83 and ‘87 general 
elections, albeit unsuccessfully.
 
Ferguson is a trustee of the think tank  
‘Demos’, an organisation that is very 
vague in its intentions and projects, but 
appears to simply conduct mundane 
research into spheres of social life that 
an oppressive political system will 
never be able to change.
 
But maybe 
Ferguson’s 
m o s t 

interesting political 
association is his 
membership in t h e 
Society of Merchant Venturers. 
Officially established in 1552, the 
Merchant Venturers originally and 
continue to consist of Bristol’s elite. 
Born from a cabal of powerful traders 
in the city - probably the same people 
that financed John Cabot’s voyage 
across the Atlantic to ‘discover’ 
Newfoundland – the society was 

established to control, protect and 
promote trade in Bristol. During 
the 18th century its members made 
huge profits and amassed enormous 
fortunes from slavery, playing a key 
role in the trade that brought up 
to 20 million Africans across the 
Atlantic in conditions so cramped 
and unhygienic that half of a boat’s 
human cargo often died en route.

 
The Merchants’ impact 

on the city was 
enormous. They 

founded Bristol 
University, a 

navigation 
s c h o o l 

w h i c h 
l a t e r 

became 
UWE , set up Bristol’s first water 

supply company, paid for Clifton 
Suspension Bridge to be built and 
financed the Great Western Railway.

“It ran Bristol...we have much of which 
we are rightly proud in our history and 
in the exploits of our predecessors. 
Not only did they enjoy the monopoly 
of the trade with the New World but, 
until the mid-19th century they also 
effectively ran the city of Bristol as 
well. So the prestige we now enjoy is 

attributable to their achievements.”
– D’Arcy Parkes, official 
society spokesman in 2000.
 
Nowadays the society is considerably 
less prominent, largely due to the 
difference in power relations in 
the last two-hundred years, but its 
members continue to comprise 
of no less rich and ruthless, and 
their exploits are just as brutal.

All current members exert serious 
business and political influence in the 
city, with a significant number having 
served in the military. The major local 
water firms have consistently supplied 
a number of Merchants, and most are 
members of elitist clubs such as The 
Clifton Club or the Bristol Savages. 
Margaret Thatcher is the only female 
member and they have always 
maintained close ties to the royal 
family, with Prince Charles and 

Prince Philip both being members. 
 
Whilst they claim to currently 
only engage in “charitable” 
activity, funding a number of 
upper-class nursing homes and 
private schools for the religiously 
rich, the Merchants also run a 

company called SMV Investments 
that owns properties and trade 

shares, with most of the Society’s 
inner circle being directors of the firm.

Worth over £7 million, SMV1 is an 
unlimited company, meaning that it 
does not have to file accounts or an 
annual report at Companies House. 
In 2001 it had £564 000 invested 
in property, including the Artillery 
Ground, home to the Territorial 
Army on Whiteladies Road, and 
part of their huge Croome Estate 
in Defford, near Worcester  is 
home to a government surveillance 
and communications station.

 
In 2001 SMV also had £6.7 million 
invested in thirty-three companies. 
These include BAE Systems, the world’s 
biggest arms producer; Macroni, a 
communications firm part-owned 
by BAE and also heavily involved in 
military contracts; British American 
Tobacco, the UK’s largest tobacco 
company, and Shell, notorious for 
their human rights abuses in Nigeria.
 
So clearly the Society of Merchant 
Venturers is not just an insignificant 
elitist club. Its members constitute 
some of the most exploitative 
individuals in this city, involved 
in business practices, some of 
which may be ‘local’, but none the 
less brutal in their discriminate 
support retained for the rich and 
Capitalist projects of development.
 
Do not let George Ferguson’s 
‘community’ and ‘benefit for all’ based 
propaganda fool. His interests as 
architect, politician and membership 
to an elite club of Capitalists are one: 
to preserve the life and comfort of the 
rich and ruling class by “redeveloping” 
areas that do not fit with the city’s 
desired image and creating greater 
wealth for those that control the city. 
Independence is impossible in the 
muddy waters of Capitalist democracy, 
for whilst he may have no official 
ties to any political parties, reliance 
on finance demands allegiance to 
commercial interests, for as his 
political campaign website states, “We 
cannot run a campaign on thin air!”.

1 SMV Investments  Merchants Hall
The Promenade,Clifton Down BS8 3NH.
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Prison labour - A new form of slavery
“‘Tis a terrible feeling to be naked and down
   To be dirty and itchy and to sleep on the ground,
  ‘Tis a terrible feeling to live and feel like a rat
   But ‘tis worse again still to be treated like that.”

–  Bobby Sands1 , A Tribute to Screws

From  77, 238 in April 2006 to 86, 
801 in August 2012, the rising 

prison population presents both 
problems and possibilities to those 
who have taken it upon themselves 
to lock up the living. But whilst we 
see human beings; living, breathing 
individuals whose only crime is to not 
have accepted the enforced morality 
of capitalist society, the state sees a 
profitable labour market. For those 
in power, behind the walls, cameras, 
bars, locks and wardens that constitute 
the prison reality, an isolated group of 
individuals exists. Cast from society 
as the enemy of ‘good citizens’, any 
exploitative act is justified when she/
he on the receiving end is a prisoner.
 
In October 2012 the minimum 
wage (for those on the outside) aged 
twenty-one and over was raised to 
£6.19 per hour. The boss’ reduction 
of an hour’s creative energy into 
a pile of coins is fundamental to 
the proliferation of profit, as long 
as the productivity of that hour is 
greater than its costs. But power will 
always make time for greater profits.
 
Prison labour has existed for as long 
as the prison itself. From the shackled 
slaves of history’s colonisers to the 
modern British prisoner coerced into 
hours of mundane activity for high-
street retailers such as Wilkinson 
Hardware, the state has always utilised 
its marriage to the private sector by 
reaping huge profits from the most 
abused in this society.  Up until recently, 
the products of the British prison 
workshops have been commodities 
for consumption by the general 
public, or services such as packing 

or assembling furniture for private 
companies. But in August this year 
provisional plans to set up call centres 
within prisons were announced.
 
As part of Kenneth Clarke’s mission to 
increase the “productive, commercial 
work done by prisoners”, the Ministry 
of Justice has launched ONE3ONE 
Solutions , an organisation that will 
win and manage contracts with 
prisons for the labour of their inmates. 
With advocates such as Richard 
Branson, chairman of Virgin Group, 
ONE3ONE is working with companies 
including DHL and Timpsons, in the 
industries of printing, engineering, 
textiles, woodwork and laundry.

On an international level this is not a 
new practice, for call centres staffed 
by inmates are standard procedure 
in the U.S.A. In a process that the 
federal government calls “the best-
kept secret in outsourcing”, the 
Federal Prison Industries  program 
makes around $750 million per year 
through the provision of prison 
labour. For example, when a New 
York resident calls the Department 
of Motor Vehicles, the person on 
the other end might be an inmate 
at Greene Correctional Institution 
in Coxsackie, near Albany, or at 
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility 
for Women near White Plains, 
on the border with Connecticut.

The political sphere will make a 
multitude of disgusting excuses for 
such abusive behaviour, from concerns 
over saving the taxpayers money to 
“rehabilitation”  intentions, but when 
the basic logic of capitalist production 

is analysed, the true reason becomes 
clear. Companies, public or private, 
can save significant amounts in labour 
costs when prison wages are as low as 
£3 per day, resulting in greater profits.
 
Ethical practice is a redundant 
mirage when put into the context 
of financial profit, exemplified by 
the practices of Becoming Green, a 
roofing and environmental refitting 
company. After establishing an 
arrangement with category-D HMP 
Prescoed in Monmouthshire, south 
Wales, Becoming Green took on 
twenty-three prisoners into their 
telephone sales division in Cardiff, 
at the rate of sixty-pence per hour: 
6% of the minimum wage. Scandal 
fired up as to whether the cheap 
labour of Prescoed’s prisoners were 
replacing other workers, but of course 
Becoming Green explained their 
firings as part of the “normal call-
centre environment”. The truth of this 
cannot be known, but it is clear that 
in this and every other instance that 
companies take on prisoners to reduce 
their labour costs, so sacred is profit.
 
Wage-labour, be it inside or outside 
prison, is a vertebrae of capitalist 
production. As workers, forced into 
labour simply in order to survive, 
relentlessly amanipulate resources 
to create commodities, material or 
otherwise, those in possession of 
capital reap the financial (and political) 
rewards of supply and demand. 
Whilst the British democratic facade 
has granted its law abiding citizens 
the minimum wage, a piecemeal 
opiate for continued subjugation 
to the theft of creative energy, no 
minimum wage exists for the prison 
population. That said, it is not 
surprising that many prisoners will 
choose to work none the less, given the 
intense boredom of life behind bars.
But to achieve a minimum wage for 
prisoners would in no way address the 
brutality of the prison industry, for as 
a Greek  once said, even if prisons 
resembled the living conditions of 
a five-star hotel, their destruction 

would still be necessary in order to 
achieve complete freedom from this 
society. The intermediate struggles 
against conditions of incarceration 
are intrinsic to challenging the 
institutional realities that dominate 
our lives. The processes and means 
by which an individual chooses 
to take steps against their enemy 
should, as far as is possible, resemble 

1 Bobby Sands was an Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) prisoner who died on 5th May, 
1981 after 66 days on hunger-strike
2 For more information on the extent of 
prison labour, as well as the companies 
involved, check out the Campaign Against 
Prison Slavery at www.againstprisonslavery.
org
3 Hear it straight from the horse’s mouth at 
www.one3one.justice.gov.uk
4  Also marketed commercially as UNICOR, 
FPI is a U.S. Government corporation 
created in 1934 that uses the labour of 
prisoners from the Federal Bureau of Prison 
to provide commodities and services
5 When the state institutions talk of 
rehabilitation they are actually referring 
to forcing an individual to accept the daily 
coercion of this society.
6  Dimitrakis is a Greek anarchist arrested 
and heavily wounded after a robbery at a 
branch of the National Bank in the centre 
of Athens on January 16th, 2006. He was 
released in January 2012. To read about 
his case and writings from prison, check 
out 325.nostate.net and actforfreedomnow.
wordpress.com

their desired result, for one must 
not loose site of the bigger picture.
 
The methodical enslavement of our 
living activity resides comfortably 
with very few, and plenty have 
refused, out of necessity or rejection, 
to accept the life that is imposed upon 
them. Be it a crime of money, passion 
or rebellion, society’s code of conduct 
demands that any individual who 
chooses not to submit and conform 
end up in the dungeons of capital. 
Subjected to appalling conditions, 
beatings and lack of stimulation, the 
state attempts to shape its captives 
into the obedient citizens it wishes 
we all were, and the normalisation of 
‘conventional’ work is intrinsic to this.
 
If plans to expand the scope of 
enslavement for the British prison 
population are pursued, they must 
be attacked, but only within the logic 
of attacking the prison industry as 
a whole. As long as there are people 
lock in cages against their will, no 
individual or community is truly free, 
for the threat of incarceration will 
always hang heavily over their heads.
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Under the iron heel
an interview with John Bowden

John Bowden was arrested for murder in 1980 and sentenced to life imprisonment. After twelve years of 
institutionalised brutality and repression, he managed to escape in 1992 and was on the run from the police for a 

year and a half. He was recaptured in 1994 and has since been moved from prison to prison for constantly speaking 
and acting out against the prison industrial complex.

FHOI: It would seem a bit false to start an interview 
without knowing anything more about you than the 
brief introduction offers. Tell us a bit about your life and 
how you feel that may have Affected who and where you 
are now.

JB: The circumstances and history of my life before prison 
are familiar to most long-term prisoners: a materially very 
poor childhood, often accentuated by racism, and an … 
inclination to rebel and challenge rules. Then the long 
trek through brutal institutions, children’s homes, secure-
units, youth custody institutions and, finally, maximum-
security prisons. Most “violent offenders” are created and 
manufactured within youth custody institutions where 
violence is used to maintain control and discipline, and 
used as an expression of power. Young offenders learn 
quickly that an ability and willingness to use 
violence determines one’s place in the 
institutional pecking order: an order 
sanctified by those in charge. 
Before my politicisation in jail 
and discovery of solidarity a s 
a true weapon of authentic 
empowerment I was a classic 
example of a violent, state-raised 
offender: a creation of the system.

Tell us about the routine of prison 
life. When do you wake-up, eat, exercise 
and sleep, and how does this affect the 
mentality and morale of yourself and your 
fellow prisoners?

The daily routine of prison life is structured and designed 
to crush the human spirit and gender total and absolute 
obedience. Long-term prisoners, especially, experience 
what feels like an eternity of timeless, soul-destroying, 
rigidly structured monotony, where one physically ages 
in a total vacuum of psychological  stimulation and 
emotional experience apart from anger, despair and 
complete disempowerment. It is a man-made hell and 
intrinsically designed to break and destroy and spirit 
of resistance. Personally, my strategy for psychological 
survival is to recognise and interact with the official regime 
here as little as possible. Although confined physically 
within the prison I create my own personal daily routine 
and a small piece of my own space. I don’t work in the jail 
workshops on principle, so my average day is usually spent 
working-out in the gym and reading and studying in my 
cell. Although in jail, my mind is true and unrestrained, 
and ultimately, that’s where the final struggle takes place: 
a struggle to maintain the freedom and integrity of one’s 
mind.

What are the current conditions of your imprisonment 
and the legal context surrounding your case? For 

instance, are you due a parole hearing in the near 
future, and if so, is anybody trying to prevent 

that?

My current situation is one of 
impasse with the system. 

Last year the Parole 
Board reviewed 

my case and decided that I represented minimal 
risk to the community and should be transferred 

to an open prison in preparation for release. 
The prison system refused to comply with the 

board’s request and basically said that unless 
the board ordered my release the prison 
authorities would decide if and when I would 
be transferred to an open jail, and at the 
moment there was no intention to allow 
me our of maximum-security conditions 
because of my “anti-authoritarian” 
attitude and refusal to comply with 
whatever prison management dictated. 
The Parole Board’s position is that I must 
be in an open jail before they consider 
my release, and so it’s a vicious cycle 
situation with both sides – The prison 
system and the Parole Board – almost 
colluding to prevent my release. At 

some point I will probably have to 
seek a judicial review and take the 
case to the courts and possibly 
even the European Court of 
Human Rights. In fact, I’m now 
being held under a form of 
preventative detention, which 
under European human rights 
laws is illegal.

Have you ever worked within 
the prisons you’ve been 
incarcerated in? If not, what 
are your reasons for refusal, 
but if yes, what have been your 
experiences of prison labour?

I have very little 
experience of prison 
labour and on principle 
have often refused to 

co-operate with it on 
the grounds that 

it amounts to 
f o r c e d 

slave 

labour, which under European and United Nations law is, 
of course, totally illegal. I have, however, often organised 
mass work strikes. In jail C of Perth Jail in 1994 we virtually 
closed down the jail for four days. So there is real potential 
to use the prison labour issue as an instrument for creating 
and mobilising real effective solidarity in jail.

What is your opinion on intermediate issues such as 
a minimum wage for prisoners, or whether prisoners 
should get the vote? How do you see these struggles 
(whether they exist in action or not) within the context 
of the struggle against the prison system, state and 
capital as a whole?

I think we need to be very careful about supporting 
palliative reforms like voting rights for prisoners and the 
minimum wage because there’s a danger of legitimising 
prison as an institution. That is the danger of the whole 
prison reform enterprise; that is seeks to reform an 
institution and system that is intrinsically irreformable, 
and instead should be completely abolished. We also 
need to ask ourselves which reforms of the prison system 
undermine and weaken it, and which ultimately legitimise 
and consolidate it. Tactically, I’m certainly not opposed to 
liberal reforms of the prison system, but only as a means 
of weakening and subverting it, and definitely not as an 
attempt at making prisons ‘better’ and more respectable 
places. What has our so-called “liberal democracy”  
fundamentally achieved for the poor and powerless in 
our society? And will allowing prisoners access to that 
sham really improve their condition and make jails less 
oppressive and inhuman. I think not.

A lot has been written from radical perspectives on 
how society on the outside more and more resembles 
the prison. What is your personal or shared experience 
(with other prisoners) of this depiction?

Prison has always existed as a microcosm of the wider 
society, and also as a concentrated laboratory of repression 
and social control. In so many ways the society beyond 
jails is little more than an open prison where peoples’ 
lives are controlled and regulated by an omnipresent state. 
The unfortunate difference is, of course, that the majority 
of people on the outside in wider society are unaware of 
their captivity and so are mostly compliant with it, whilst 
in here we know we exist under the iron heel of the state, 
and even the most co-operative harbours a hatred of it. 
The state generally is becoming more oppressive and 
intrusive, more all-controlling as the economic fabric of 
our capitalist, class divided society disintegrates, and rich 
and poor become even more polarised and antagonistic. 
And whilst we in prison are daily confronted with even 
more repressive regimes, so the poor in the wider society 
will also experience greater repression. Ultimately, it’s one 
struggle and one fight against a common state enemy, 
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The origins of nationalism

In order to instil or reinforce the 
hierarchical political system we 
live under, in which exploitation 
suffices to increase their wealth, 
those in power generated capital 
from environmental destruction 
such as logging, mining and 
farming, as well as the genocide, 
displacement and enslavement of 
less industrialised peoples (foreign 
or domestic). This process, known 
as primitive accumulation, is a 
defining attribute of colonisation. 
Despite kick starting the capitalist 
system we know today, this process 
has not been relegated to the past. 

“The primitive or preliminary 
accumulation of capital is not 
something that happened once, 
in the distant past, and 
never after. It is something 
that continues to accompany 
the capitalist production process, 
and is an integral part of it… New 
injections of preliminary capital 
are the only known cure to the 
crises. Without an on-going 
primitive accumulation of 
capital, the production 
process would stop; each 
crisis would tend to 
become permanent.”1

Until recent centuries, 
power was not divided 
into nation-states, 
but empires that were 
engaged in primitive 

accumulation. For example, the 
Catholic Empire’s decimation of 
North America, in the form of 
plundered land and labour, created 
huge amounts of wealth for the 
colonisers. Such a brutal process 
needed some kind of justification. 
Their religious ideology of converting 
the indigenous population of 
America was not altogether suited 
to their practice of plunder and 
enslavement, so it was not long 
before they stopped professing the 
importance of saving souls. They 
reversed their own moral system 
towards the ideology of punishment 
and so early racism changed from 
egotistical sympathy to oppressive 
violence. Native ‘unbelievers’ were 
described as ‘savages’, the equivalent 
of the Celestial (Chinese) Empire’s 
term ‘barbarians’. Such malevolent 
terms designated human 

beings as legitimate 
prey and 

justified racism as the founding 
attribute of nationalism even before 
nation--states were formalized. 
The impact was devastating. For 
example, most estimates of how 
many Native Americans have 
been killed as a direct result of 
colonisation, are in the millions.

The two most significant moments 
that accelerated the development 
of nation-states were the American 
Revolutionary War and the French 
Revolution. Both saw the rejection 
of the monarchy and the formation 
of political and capitalist nation-
states. The subsequent control of 
the populaces of these new states by 
their newly self-proclaimed rulers 
(politicians) was achieved in the 
French context by repression. The 
guillotine was reserved at first for 
the monarchy, but later used against 
the revolutionaries and justified by 
what was deemed best for the new 
nation (i.e. those in power). In the 
American context racism ensured 
the self-control of the population. 

As long as the most exploited 
saw each other as the enemy, 

based on the colour of their 
skin, instead of uniting 
together based on the 
shared conditions of their 
exploitation, they were 
fulfilling the roles of the 
police and the army in order 
to maintain social control. 

Both repression and racism 
were, and still are, contingent 

on the formation and 

In July 2012, the English Defence League (EDL) held a demonstration in Bristol. Although the organisation 
presents an emerging threat to many, they remain just the tip of the iceberg of a much greater problem, 

that of nationalism. Since its origin, nationalism has been a much more total threat to all those longing for 
freedom from the domination inherent in the State and capitalism. Consequently there needs to be a greater 
understanding of nationalism that reaches beyond the EDL, as well as a critical analysis of the typical anti-fascist 
response. To hone and progress these ideas can be the preface of new strategies against the State and Capitalism.

Anti, Anti... Anti?inside and outside prison.

You have written a great deal on the purposes and 
development of the prison industry whilst inside. Why 
do you do this, and how do you imagine the information 
continues after leaving your hands?

I have written much about the development of prison 
industry because I think its important to highlight the way 
prisons are being used increasingly as a source of profit and 
cheap, enslaved labour. I hope that the information and 
perspective that I communicate is used to raise awareness 
and inform a debate and struggle.

Finally, what has been the most inspiring or heart-
warming moment of your time behind bars?

My life in prison has mostly been hard, difficult and a real 
struggle against overwhelming adversity. But there have 
been moments of victory and inspiration when my faith 
in the strength and beauty of the human spirit 
has been deeply confirmed.
 I still vividly remember my 
first participation in an organised 
protest at Wormwood Scrubs 
prison way back in about 
1981, and how it changed me 
deeply as a person. The guards in 
the jail had been routinely brutalising 
prisoners and had created a regime based 
on absolute fear, even terror. A few days 
before the protest I was involved in 
a peaceful protest by prisoners in 
one wing of the jail which had 
been crushed with savage 
violence and brutality, 
and its “ringleaders” 
beaten and 
batoned all the 
way to the 

punishment unit. An atmosphere of fear subsequently 
prevailed in the jail and the guards swaggered around 
the place with an almost omnipotent arrogance and 
confidence. When a prisoner on the exercise yard one day 
suggested we should stage a sit-down protest in solidarity 
with the prisoners whose recent protest had been so 
inhumanely crushed, I recall how a shiver of fear and 
apprehension ran through everyone on the yard. To protest 
in such a place was to invite terrible retribution, and yet 
all of us silently nodded and agreed to refuse to obey the 
order to leave the yard on the completion of the one-hour 
exercise period. Initially the guards grinned and smirked 
when we remained and refused to return to our cells, and 
then their mood and demeanour grew serious and more 
hostile as time passed. There were about two-hundred of 
us on the yard that day. Men who usually associated only 
with their own groups or gangs; men from a diversity 
of ethnic backgrounds; men who, imbued with prison 
culture, usually treated each other with suspicion, hostility 
or indifference. On this day, however, on that drab prison 

exercise yard with fear and anticipation in the air, 
a unity developed that was unbreakable and 

absolute. We all recognised a common 
purpose and humanity, and we all 
knew that together we were strong 
and would prevail, whatever 

brutality was inflicted upon us. The 
guards also saw and recognised our 

collective defiance, and fear replaced 
their arrogance. For the first time in 

my life – a life largely spent in brutal state 
institutions – I felt incredibly strong and 

empowered, and began to understand 
the dynamics of true struggle and 

solidarity, and it changed me 
irrevocably. Despite countless 

struggles and protests in 
jail since, the feeling of 

that day remain very 
precious and 

memorable.

11 12

A critique of nationalism and the fascism/anti-fascism dichotomy

Riot at Strangeways Prison, Manchester, 1990



maintenance of national identity.

National Identity

Shared traits such as skin colour, 
language, religion and customs 
have become intrinsic to popular 
definitions of national identity. 
However, such definitions do 
not describe national identity, 
but become an apology for 
it, a justification. Historically 
speaking, “the culmination of 
the process [of nationalism] 
was not an enshrinement of the 
commonalities, but a depletion, a 
total loss of language, religion and 
customs; the inhabitants of a nation 
spoke the language of capital, 
worshipped on the altar of the state 
and confined their customs to those 
permitted by the national police.”2 
The encouragement of pride in an 
identity that was inherited, that was 
no personal feat, is a tactic by those 
in power to distract from the very 
real divides that exist in society. It 
has been so successful that wars 
have been fought by predominantly 
working class soldiers, exploited 
versus exploited, despite their 
commonalities, in order to fight 
for capitalist enterprises under the 

conditioned pretext 
that the oppressed 

have more in 
c o m m o n 

with their 
oppressors 
than each 
o t h e r .
“ [ T h e 
nation] is 
i m a g i n e d 
as a 

community, because, regardless 
of the actual inequality and 

exploitation that may 
prevail in each, the 

nation is conceived as 
a deep, horizontal 

c o m r a d e s h i p . 
” – Benedict 
A n d e r s o n

Last summer, 
in Bristol and 
across the UK, 
we witnessed a 
huge push to 
reinforce this 

concept of 
national 
identity. 

Thousands of B r i t i s h 
flags were placed in cities all over the 
country and spectacular events such 
as the Royal Wedding, the Queens 
jubilee, the European football cup, 
the Olympics, etc. were all part of 
a push towards unifying people 
based on their nationality, partly to 
relieve and recuperate the tension 
of the riots, union/anti-austerity 
protests and Occupy movement 
of 2011 (that had demonstrated a 
particular lack of national pride).

“Capital often invents ingenious 
solutions. Then social peace hits us. 
The silence of the graveyard. The 
illusion spreads to such an extent that 
the spectacle absorbs nearly all the 
available forces.” - Alfredo Bonnano

When rebellious tension is diffused 
and social problems remain, 

expressions of frustration can 
emerge in different ways. This past 
Remembrance Day in Castle Park 
there was an attack against someone 
who was not wearing a poppy, the 
symbol of remembrance, by some 
particularly patriotic individuals. 
This kind of violence is often justified 
unfairly by presenting groups as 
a threat to English nationality.

The EDL falsely present Islamic 
culture as an imminent threat 
against English society, as if the 
Islamic population of England is 
somehow equal in terms of numbers 
and power. This justifies a violent 
(presented as heroic) intervention of 
a nationalist vigilante organisation 
such as theirs. They are quick to 
judge the repressive nature of the 
Islamic faith and yet miss their own 
hypocrisy. On their website their 
description of Islam would also 
suit a description of Christianity: 
“religiously-inspired intolerance 
and barbarity… including, but 
not limited to, the denigration 
and oppression of women, the 
molestation of young children… 
homophobia [and] anti-Semitism.”

It is important not to fall into 
a dichotomy of nationalism or 
liberalism by defending religion, an 
inherently oppressive institution, 
but to recognise those who are 
ultimately responsible for creating 
such a distracting argument.

The continuing appeal of
nationalism is that it has often 
satisfied short term improvements 
in living conditions while providing 
a scapegoat for the problems that 
exist in society. For example, 
the organisation ‘Golden Dawn’ 
is exploiting the economic and 
political tension in Greece by 
promoting social welfare for 
Greek citizens in the form of food 
hand-outs and health care, while 
at the same time blaming the 
immigrants for the countries short 
comings. This ‘blaming’ is not 

limited to accusations, but often 
results in beatings, harassment 
and intimidation in an attempt to 
drive immigrants out of Greece. 
Nationalists demonstrate that 
accommodating oneself into the 
system of the oppressor, instead of 
opposing it, is safer and potentially 
produces a small share of the benefits 
albeit temporarily, and always at 
the detriment of someone else.

Although it may come with 
uncertainty and risks, to resist 
and attack the system we live 
under demonstrates a desire 
for living instead of a passive 
existence. Just because we can 
breathe doesn’t mean we’re alive.

Nationalism creates a cycle. When 
the victims of persecution become 
the persecutors by supporting 
nationalist institutions, society 
becomes more self-managed and 
governments no longer have to 
repress/exploit the people by 
force. Pride in national identity 
is therefore both the conclusion 
and the reanimation of an 
oppressive process that began 
with primitive accumulation.

The limits of anti-fascism

Gilles Dauvé stated that, “Fascism 
occupies a special place in the 
spectacle of horrors”, largely 
because of its less-subtle aesthetic, 
and yet the greater horrors of 
capitalism in all of its other forms 
have become normalised and 
accepted by mainstream society. 
Hatred for fascism has become 
a distraction from the modern 
forms of oppression we face today.

The word ‘fascism’ is often used 
as a reactionary attack or defence 
mechanism usually to denounce 
political enemies or demonstrate 
one’s own radicalism. To be ‘against 
fascism’ and ‘pro-democracy’ has 
become the empty ideological tag 

line of both the far left and 
the far right in order 
not to fall behind in 
the political rush 
for recruitment, 
h e i g h t e n e d 
during this most 
recent so called 
‘crisis’. Without 
a proper 
comprehension 
of the unique 
objective conditions needed for 
the actual existence of Fascism 
today, those who fall into 
this trap only serve to 
delegitimise their own 
cause. Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) use 
the word ‘fascism’ 
to denounce the 
EDL in the same 
way the EDL use it 
to denounce UAF, 
and both deny 
such accusations 
v e h e m e n t l y .

The same can 
be said for 
the word 
‘democracy’. 

On the UAF website they 
state, “We believe that these 
dangers require a strong and united 
response from all those dedicated 
to freedom and democracy”. The 
EDL websites ‘about’ page is so 
riddled with the word ‘democracy’ 
it’s difficult to pick the best example, 
but considering what’s already 
been said about foreign plunder 
and primitive accumulation: “Our 
armed forces stand up and risk their 
lives every day in order to protect our 
culture and democratic way of life”. 
Affirming the dichotomy between 
fascism and democracy is a tool of 
political aspiration. In accepting 
this as the only choice available 
one subjectively concedes to the 
State and the theoretical legitimacy 
of its existence. In reality the 
democratic State uses all the tools of 

fascism and then some. One could 
argue that historically speaking 
democracies have assured a gentler 
exploitation than dictatorship, 
but one could also argue that 
democracies have transformed 
into dictatorships as soon as it has 
become necessary. These shifts in 
political control represent nothing 
but necessary re-organisations of 
capital for the maintenance and 
progression of the capitalist system.

Those who conclude that the State 
is inherently Fascist demonstrate 
their confusion with the evolution 
of capital and the States apparatuses 
towards totalitarianism. Those who 
apply the fascist label to the State 
avoid a critique of the State by simply 
denouncing those who direct it. It is 
clear that the domination inherent 
in this system is cyclical and cannot 
be challenged without destroying 
all political manifestations 
including democracy.

1 The continuing appeal of nationalism 
- Freddy Perlman          

2 Armed joy- Alfredo Bonnano
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